
Mr. William R. Ecklund
February 20, 1930 - March 9, 2011

William R. Ecklund 
Loving Husband, Father, and Grandfather 

 

LOWELL—On Wednesday, March 9, 2011, William R. “Bill” Ecklund died peacefully at his
home surrounded by his beloved wife Virginia P. “Ginny” (Turmel) Ecklund and his three
children. William was born in Brighton on February 20, 1930, a son of the late Eric and
Eva (Peate) Ecklund. Bill spent his entire life in Lowell, and was a graduate of the Sacred
Heart Grammar School and Lowell High School, where he was a standout pitcher for the
LHS Baseball Team. Upon his graduation in 1948, Mr. Ecklund was drafted by the Boston
Red Sox, with whom he played from 1948 to 1950. In 1951 his rights were purchased by
the St. Louis Browns. From 1951 to 1953 Bill served in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War. Upon returning from Korea, Bill played his fifth and final minor league season for the
Baltimore Orioles. During the 1949 season, playing for the Centralia of the Mississippi
Valley League, his team was one of the first to integrate and have an African American
player on the roster. The stories of his experiences with the racial prejudice and threats of
violence toward himself and his team made a lasting impression on his children. After his
baseball career, Bill became an electrician. He was a member of Local 103 IBEW Boston,
MA. Bill stayed active in local baseball, and in the late 1950’s was instrumental in
restarting the Post 87 Legion Baseball Team, where he coached for ten seasons. 
On November 21, 1959, William married Virginia P. Turmel of Hudson, NH. Together they
celebrated over 51 years of marriage and raised three children in their Highlands
neighborhood home. He was a communicant of St. Margaret’s Church. 
Bill was generous with his family and friends. He was a fun loving and playful father and
grandfather. His penchant for travel, especially in his R.V. instilled in his children a taste
for adventure. Bill started skiing at the age of 50, traveling the United States and Europe in
search of the next great run. He continued skiing until he was 78 years old. 
In addition to his wife Ginny, Bill is survived by his three children, Karen M. Ecklund of
Fairfax, CA, Tanya Hickey of Lowell, and William E. Ecklund of Nashua, NH; his brother,
Ernest Ecklund and his wife Helen of Dracut; and two grandsons, Zachery and Andrew
Hickey of Lowell. He is also survived by many nieces and nephews. Bill was the brother of



the late Eric Ecklund and George Ecklund. 
 

FUNERAL NOTICE 
 

ECKLUND—In Lowell, March 9, 2011 at his home. William R. “Bill” Ecklund, 81, loving
husband of Virginia “Ginny” (Turmel) Ecklund. Family and friends may call at the FAY
McCABE FUNERAL HOME, 105 MOORE STREET, LOWELL, on MONDAY from 4 until 8
P.M. Mr. Ecklund’s Funeral will begin on TUESDAY MORNING at 10 o’clock from the
Funeral Home, followed by his Funeral Mass at 11 o’clock at ST. MARGARET CHURCH,
374 Stevens St. Lowell. Cremation will follow. As an expression of sympathy, in lieu of
flowers, donations in Bill’s memory may be made to the Cancer Center at Lowell General
Hospital, 295 Varnum Avenue, Lowell, MA 01854 or at www.lowellgeneral.org 
ARRANGEMENTS BY THE FAY McCABE FUNERAL DIRECTORS, 978-459-9222. www.f
aymccabe.com



Cemetery Details

Linwood Crematory

41 John Ward Avenue
Haverhill, MA 01830
(978) 374-4191

Previous Events

Calling Hours

MAR 14. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Fay McCabe Funeral Home
105 Moore Street
Lowell, MA 01852
(978) 459-9222
sean@faymccabe.com
https://www.faymccabe.com

Funeral Mass

MAR 15. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Margaret’s Church
374 Stevens St.
Lowell, MA 01851

mailto:sean@faymccabe.com
https://www.faymccabe.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 03:09 PM

Mr. William R. Ecklund

G Willy Hoddy - January 09, 2015 at 04:48 PM

Of all the great people in my life... Bill IS a unique spirit ...My Dad spoke of him as
a Saint to yet be...He was my second Dad... He made my Love of mankind
become unquestionable. The part that I let down will be mine/// will be mine to
carry/// Greg

Sean Rourke - March 19, 2011 at 05:58 PM

Sean Rourke lit a candle in memory of Mr. William R.
Ecklund

Carolyn Morrissey - March 14, 2011 at 08:50 AM

Thinking of all of you at this difficult time. I will always remember Bill's visits to us
here in the cancer center. He was feisty and kept us on our toes! It was great to
get to know him and I know he had a full life with lots of adventures! I'm sure you
will all have many fond family memories. Carolyn Morrissey (Nurse from LGH
Cancer Center)


